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Num 11:25-29; Jas 5:1-6; Mark 9:38-43,45,47-48 

We are the Catholic Communities of Childers, Gin Gin, Mount Perry, Biggenden and Woodgate beach, loving and welcoming all to 
faith and fellowship, journeying together in the Spirit towards the heart of Jesus sharing our rich religious traditions and values. 

Mission & Vision Statement 

Sacred Heart Catholic Parish Childers 

Parish Priest 
Fr. Onyema Eloagu 

 
Parish Secretary / 

Safeguarding officer 
Kelly Ross - 4126 1256 

 
Office Hours 

Mon & Fri 9.30am – 2.30pm 
 

Chairperson - Pastoral 
Council 

Brian Larter 
 

Chairperson - Finance Board 
Bill Kingston 

 
St Josephs School Principal 
Petrea Hass - Ph: 4126 1866 

 
St Vincent de Paul 

Ph 4126 1822 
Welfare:  0457 183 360 

 
Catholic Women’s League 

Sonia Jones  
Ph  4126 1447 

 
 

 Mass Times 
 

Sacred Heart Childers 
Friday - 9.00am & 

Confession following 
Sunday - 8.00am  

 
 

 St Michaels Gin Gin 
5:30pm Saturday Vigil 

 
 

 St Peter’s Biggenden 
10.30am 2nd & 4th Sundays 

Monthly  
 

 

St Patrick’s Mt Perry 
5th Sundays Monthly 11am 
Flexible weekday Masses 

 

 

Woodgate Beach 
10am 1st & 3rd Sundays 

Monthly 

Today’s Gospel reading (Mark 9:38-43,45,47-48) seems an eclectic assemblage. The apparently 
omitted verses were later insertions found in only one branch of the manuscript tradition, and 
they clearly do not fit. They repeat the final comment, “where their worm does not die nor their 
fire go out”, which does not fit there either; it is a quote from Isaiah 66:24, which refers to the 
bodies of those who had turned away from God and were slain at the end. That whole final 
section of Isaiah is a haphazard collection of apocalyptic items, but that some early Christians 
valued parts is evident in the borrowing of the now well-known “new heavens and new earth” 
phrase in 2 Peter 3:13 and Revelation 21:1, and perhaps because parts resonated with their 
experiences of persecution. The passage’s first reference to hell and fire has such 
inconsistencies in the tradition as to appear dubious too. All these elements intensify the 
apocalyptic flavour of the last section of the reading, which seems ill-suited to the first two 
elements. But if we set aside the apocalyptic elements, we are left with something that applies 
more to the community of disciples as a whole than to individuals. If aimed at individuals, its 
application would result in a noticeably maimed population, and even the most literal-minded 
of Christian fundamentalists do not practise it. Rather, it makes more sense when read of the 
community considered as a body; and it is sometimes necessary to cut off wayward members. 
Our communities have always had to contend with members who do not behave in accord with 
Christ’s teachings and Christian expectations, and indeed the advice seems most apt in the face 
of clergy scandals in our own days. However, this may seem to emphasise the community of 
Christians exclusively, whereas the first two parts of our reading—on the “non-member” casting 
out devils in Christ’s name and on those who give a cup of water to one of Christ’s flock—
indicate an openness to others. Such inclusiveness is found in Isaiah 66 too, for not only are the 
dead rebels composed of both Jews and Gentiles, but so too will both Jews and Gentiles 
worship God on the Holy Mountain, and priests and Levites will be chosen even from the ranks 
of the Gentiles (Isa 66:20-21). Today’s Gospel reading and Isaiah 66 both testify to an inclusive 
mission, and to the fact that it is doing God’s work that fits one for eternal reward, and not 
membership of a particular group. The first reading (Num 11:25-29) echoes something of this, 
but its vision is restricted to the Hebrews. It was chosen as the first reading because Joshua’s 
telling Moses to stop the two from prophesying who had not gathered at the tent of meeting, 
together with Moses’ response, is the closest biblical parallel to John’s telling Jesus about their 
stopping a man who was “not one of us casting out devils in your name”. The response of Jesus 
fits with the preceding pericope so that Mark gives us a series of sayings: “Anyone who 
welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me… Anyone who is not against us is 
for us… No one who works a miracle in my name will soon speak evil of me… If anyone gives you 
a cup of water to drink [in (the) name] because you [are of] Christ… he will not lose his reward.” 
Our translation of the last elides the linking thread in (the) name because the text is faulty and 
needs some correction to make it readable; others correct it by adding “my” or by rendering it 
as “because you bear the name of Christ”. To these loosely associated four positive statements 
Mark attaches four negative ones concerning any who scandalise the little ones and sin against 
the body in hand, or foot, or eye. From the perspective of the community of disciples, the four 
positives are outward looking, and the four negatives mainly inward. Perhaps one way of 
reading this is to say that unless the body retains health and integrity it cannot engage properly 
in its mission to others. If so, a question for our parishes and religious communities is: How do 
we attend to our ecclesial body in all its members with a view to fulfilling its inclusive mission of 
reconciliation and redemption? 

26th September 2021 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time —Year B 



Prayers for the sick of our Parish 

Prayers for Recently Deceased & Anniversaries 

As a caring community we pray for family members, 

parishioners and friends who are ill especially: Emma 

Bagano, Kyle Heath, Carita Jones, Olive Begley and 

Isabella Reilly. 

Pray for the recently deceased Marissa Silva, Juana 

Astelero and Paruita Dela Torre and for our brothers 

and sisters who have died and Norman Warmington, 

Catherine Cook, Grahame Davis and Isadore “Sid” 

Strano, who we remember at this time.  May they rest 

in peace.   

Responsorial Psalm  

R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.  

September—Trish Clutterbuck 

October—Cecilia Wilcox 

1st Reading:       Numbers 11:25-29  

2nd Reading:     James 5:1-6   

Gospel:       Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48  

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Monday: Zechariah 8:1-8; Luke 9:46-50  

Tuesday: Zechariah 8:20-23; Luke 9:51-56  

Wednesday: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; John 1:47-51  

Thursday: Nehemiah 8:1-12; Luke 10:1-12  

Friday: Baruch 1:15-22; Luke 10:13-16  

Saturday: Exodus 23:20-23; Matthew 18:1-5, 10  

Weekday Readings 

Next: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1st Reading:       Genesis 2:18-24  

2nd Reading:     Hebrews 2:9-11  

Gospel:       Mark 10:2-12  

Marshall Roster - Childers  

Holy Hour Adoration 
 

Holy Hour  
9am on Saturday 

 2nd October 2021. 

Childers Linen Roster 

Gospel Acclamation   

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Your word, O Lord, is truth: make us holy in the truth. 

Alleluia! 

26 September - Brian Larter 

3 October - Theresa Martins 

10 October - Margaret Cochrane 

17 October - Tanya Maroney 

24 October - Petrea Hass 

31 October - Brian Larter 

Introducing Fr Leo 

Please welcome Fr Leo to our parish as he fills in for Fr 
Onyema who is away on 2 weeks holiday.   

Fr Leo went straight to the Banyo Seminary from High 
School in 1958 and has enjoyed his time as a Priest ever 
since.  

He celebrated his golden jubilee in 2014. He was the first 
parish priest in Daisy Hill. He is the founding father, 
patron, and foundation board member of Daisy Hill 
Catholic school. Chaplain at the Royal Brisbane Hospital  
for 14 years, 12 years as Victoria Point parish priest and 
served as a prison chaplain. He now enjoys being a supply 
priest and is not only well-travelled within parishes but 
within the world as well.   

Fr Leo says the highpoints of his 
life have been administering the 
sacraments to people because 
you touch people’s lives at very 
special times. 

He is always up for a 
conversation and a  self-
confessed people person. 

Welcome Fr Leo! 
CWL Ladies will meet on Saturday 2 October, 2021 

following Holy Hour and morning Tea.  All visitors are 
welcome.  Contact Sonia Jones 4126 1447 

CWL Meeting 

With the reduction of water levels at Paradise Dam and 
the lack of rain, our farmers have become quite 
desperate for water for their crops.  General consensus 
among farmers is that it's now time for prayer.  Over the 
coming weeks we will be praying the 
Prayer For Rain at all Masses until our 
prayers are answered and the skies open.  

Prayer For Rain 

Planned Giving 

Planned Giving letters, envelopes, direct debit or credit 
requests are all available at your local mass centre. Please 

email parish if require forms or envelopes.  

Congratulations to Allan Fernandez who became 
Australian citizen on 17th September! 


